Pre-Visit Preparation

I intend to begin this unit as I begin any other unit, by assessing students’ previous knowledge.  The following are a few ways that this can be done:

Method 1: What do we know?/What do we want to know? 

This method is generally used as part of a larger assessment called the KWDL method (K= what do we know, W= What do we want to know, D=Do the experiment or activity, L= What did we learn). 

Outline of activity:

1. The teacher divides students up into groups of 3-4. Each group should have a recorder, a      timekeeper, a facilitator, and a spokesperson. Allow students approximately 5-10 minutes to do generate as many responses about what they already know on the topic. (As an alternative the you can also ask them to make a list generating questions they have on the topic/things they want to learn).

2. Then T asks a student volunteer to be the class recorder (the teacher can do this herself if she wishes). The student asks the spokespeople to share responses from their group list. The student should call on one group and then the students should pass off to each other. 

3. Allow this continue for 15 minutes or however long seems necessary and comfortable. By the end of this time you should have a class list that can be displayed and referred back to. *Note: some of the students’ responses will indicate that they actually hold misconceptions or misunderstand various aspects of the topic.

Method 2: Do-Now or Free-Write

Outline of activity:

The teacher will write down a question or statement that students will copy down and respond to. Some examples for this unit include the following:

· Why do people get sick? 

· Why do elderly people get sick more often?

· What causes disease?

· How does the body protect against disease?

The T reads aloud the comment or question and asks for students to volunteer responses and provides a brief intro to the lesson/unit.

Method 3: Read Around

Outline of activity:
1.  As students walk into class T hands out slips of paper to some of the students. On the slips of paper will be written a powerful statistic or quote. Each paper is numbered. (I usually make about 10 slips of paper). An example of a quote would be, “One in every 100 adults around the world, ages 15 to 49, is living with HIV.”

1. Once all the students are seated T asks students to stand up and read their slip of paper aloud to the rest of the class. They should do this according to the number written on the slips. 

3.  After all the quotes are read the T can facilitate a short introductory discussion by asking students if they have responses to any of the quotes. 

Method 4: Cover Sheet

I always distribute one of these at the beginning of every unit. It is basically an introduction to the unit, why it is important, what content/questions we will be covering, and gives students an opportunity to record any questions they have regarding the unit that they can ask later. Please see the enclosed example.

