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Funding by Design:
the Unique Costs of Early College
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The Argument:  The Incentives
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The Argument to the State:  
“Paying it Forward”

“Despite these [higher] costs, projections 
suggest that these programs may decrease 
overall costs to college completion, primarily due 
to lower remediation rates and faster time-to-
degree after high school graduation.”

Excerpt from Draft of Ramp-Up to College: 
Comprehensive Dual Enrollment as Part of a Statewide Strategy to

Improve College Readiness in California by
Michael W. Kirst, Andrea Venezia, and Thad Nodine (2009)
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The Challenge:  
Budgeting for Today’s Costs
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Be Knowledgeable:  Resources
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Be Creative:  Strategies
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Be Accountable:  Stress Cost‐Benefit

Cost to completion analysis results can be expected to 
favor the early college school if the following occur:  

(1) if more students graduate college ready; 

(2) if students graduate with transferrable college 
credit; 

(3) if students actually get an AA while in high school; 
and 

(4) if the cost of ECHS is less than the traditional 
pathway factoring in the comparative performance 
of students.




